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What This Course is About 

Does the government control the media—or do the media control the government? Do 

the news media educate or manipulate the citizenry? Much of what we know about 

politics, political leaders, party politics, or public policy comes from the media – social 

media, television, radio, newspapers, online media and the internet. This course looks 

at the relationship between politics and media, explores how media, civic engagements, 

ownership structures and politics are intertwined. It notes how constantly changing 

technology affects media systems and thus democracy.  

Anti/Prerequisite(s): 

Antirequisite(s): Political Science 3360F/G, the former Political Science 3350E, or the 

former Political Science 4460F/G if taken in 2013-14 or 2014-15. 

Prerequisite(s): Enrolment in 3rd or 4th year Honours Double Major or Honours 

Specialization in Political Science or permission of the Department. 

Unless you have either the requisites for this course or written special permission from 

your Dean to enroll in it, you may be removed from this course and it will be deleted 

from your record. This decision may not be appealed. You will receive no adjustment to 

your fees in the event that you are dropped from a course for failing to have the 

necessary prerequisites. 



How This Course is Structured 

This undergraduate course will be conducted in seminar format and meet weekly. 

Students are expected to attend the weekly classes, participate actively in the seminar 

discussions, present one seminar during the term, monitor a media outlet (that the 

student will choose) and report on its main stories weekly, write one research paper OR 

two policy briefs. 

What Students Will Learn 

This course is designed to increase student knowledge and skills. At the end of this 

course students will be able to:  

- Demonstrate an understanding of the main theoretical approaches and 
discussions in political communications 

- Critically evaluate competing media sources and narratives  
- Understand the impact/effects of new technologies and social media  
- Describe the differences and similarities between misinformation and 

disinformation 
- Explain the dilemmas of information warfare and the impact of media on the 

political process 
- Express themselves clearly and analytically in oral and written assignments 
 

What Students Need to Do  

- Complete the assigned weekly required readings  
- Attend the weekly seminar  
- Participate in weekly in-class discussions 
- Prepare and deliver one seminar presentation and moderate the discussion 
- Monitor a media outlet (each student will choose) and report on its main stories 

weekly 
- Write an analytical essay OR 2 policy briefs  
 

How Students Will Be Evaluated 

The grading breakdown is as follows: 

1. Seminar Participation 20%     
2. Seminar Presentation 20%      
3. Media Monitoring 10%     
4. Research Paper 50% OR 2 Policy Papers 25% each  
 

  



COURSE SCHEDULE 
 
I. INTRODUCTION 
 
Week 1: Introduction to Course Themes and Requirements 
(4 September 2025) 
 
Week 2: Democracy and Media Revisited 
(11 September 2025) 
 
Required: 
 
Blumler, Jay G. and Stephen Coleman. 2015. “Democracy and the Media – Revisited,” 
in Javnost: The Public, 22(2):111–128. 
 
Stephen Coleman, Giles Moss and Katti Parry. 2015. “Introduction: Can The Media 
Serve Democracy?” in Stephen Coleman, Giles Moss, Katti Parry, John Halperin and 
Michael Ryan (eds.) Can the Media Serve Democracy: Essays in Honour of Jay G. 
Blumler (Palgrave Macmillan. pp. 1-18, on-line: 
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/west/detail.action?docID=1952978 
 
Pickard, Victor. 2020. Democracy without Journalism?: Confronting the Misinformation 
Society. Oxford: Oxford University Press. Introduction. 
https://books.google.ca/books?hl=en&lr=&id=niy7DwAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PP1&dq=me
dia+and+democracy&ots=FzXYq9dAAb&sig=_qX1epxY7KfkUKPswUr1472vaBQ#v=on
epage&q=media%20and%20democracy&f=false 
 
Plattner, Marc F. 2012. “Media and Democracy: The Long View,” in Journal of 
Democracy, 23(4): 62-73. 
 
Recommended: 
 
Keane, John. 1991. The Media & Democracy. Polity. Chapter 1.               
http://www.johnkeane.net/wp-content/uploads/2015/02/liberty.pdf 
 
Week 3: Understanding Political Communication: Key Theories 
(18 September 2025) 
 

Required: 

Entman, Robert M. 1993. “Framing: Towards Clarification of a Fractured Paradigm.” 
Journal of Communication 43 (4): 51-58. 

Graber, Doris. 2003. “The Media and Democracy: Beyond Myths and Stereotypes.” 
Annual Review of Political Science. 6:139-160. 
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.polisci.6.121901.085707 

https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/west/detail.action?docID=1952978
https://books.google.ca/books?hl=en&lr=&id=niy7DwAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PP1&dq=media+and+democracy&ots=FzXYq9dAAb&sig=_qX1epxY7KfkUKPswUr1472vaBQ#v=onepage&q=media%20and%20democracy&f=false
https://books.google.ca/books?hl=en&lr=&id=niy7DwAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PP1&dq=media+and+democracy&ots=FzXYq9dAAb&sig=_qX1epxY7KfkUKPswUr1472vaBQ#v=onepage&q=media%20and%20democracy&f=false
https://books.google.ca/books?hl=en&lr=&id=niy7DwAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PP1&dq=media+and+democracy&ots=FzXYq9dAAb&sig=_qX1epxY7KfkUKPswUr1472vaBQ#v=onepage&q=media%20and%20democracy&f=false
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.polisci.6.121901.085707


McCombs, Maxwell. 2006. “A Look at Agenda-setting: past, present and future.” 
Journalism Studies 6(4): 543-557 https://doi.org/10.1080/14616700500250438 

Recommended:  

Gilardi, Fabrizio, Theresa Gessler,Maël Kubli and Stefan Müller. 2022. “Social Media 
and Political Agenda Setting.” Political Communication 39(1): 39-60. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/10584609.2021.1910390 

 
II. THE POLITICAL ECONOMY OF MEDIA 
 
Week 4: Politics and Media Systems – Who Owns Media and Why it Matters 
(25 September 2025) 
 
Alper, Loretta.; Garner, Kelly.; Jhally, Sut.; McChesney, Robert Waterman, Miller, Mark 
Crispin.; Monahan, Thom.; Robb, Margo.; Silver, J. D.; Smith, Jeremy. 2014. Rich 
media, poor democracy. Kanopy (Firm). Media Education Foundation Collection. 
https://ocul-
uwo.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma991044671592105163&c
ontext=L&vid=01OCUL_UWO:UWO_DEFAULT&lang=en&search_scope=OCULDiscov
eryNetwork&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=OCULDiscoveryNetwork&quer
y=any,contains,Rich%20Media%20Poor%20Democracy 
 
McChesney, Robert W. 2008. The Political Economy of Media: Enduring Issues, 
Emerging Dilemmas. New York: Monthly Review Press. Introduction, 
https://books.google.ca/books?hl=en&lr=&id=IeRWCgAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PA7&dq=po
litical+economy+of+media&ots=fuy8m67yoR&sig=DiCra9LPDb72Hah_BgV3_hLBPE4#
v=onepage&q=political%20economy%20of%20media&f=false 
 
Wasko, Janet. 2014. “The study of the political economy of the media in the twenty-first 
century.” International Journal of Media & Cultural Politics 10(3): 259-271. doi: 
10.1386/macp.10.3.259_1 
 
Week 5: Non-Democratic States I: Russia 
(2 October 2025) 
 
Required: 
 
Lipman, Maria. 2009. Media Manipulation and Political Control in Russia. Chatham 
House. Carnegie Moscow Center. https://carnegieendowment.org/posts/2009/02/media-
manipulation-and-political-control-in-russia?lang=en 
 
Malig, Kaela. 2023. How Russia’s Press Freedom has Deteriorated Over the Decades 
Since Putin Came to Power. Frontline. https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/russia-
putin-press-freedom-independent-news/ 
 

https://doi.org/10.1080/14616700500250438
https://doi.org/10.1080/10584609.2021.1910390
https://ocul-uwo.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma991044671592105163&context=L&vid=01OCUL_UWO:UWO_DEFAULT&lang=en&search_scope=OCULDiscoveryNetwork&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=OCULDiscoveryNetwork&query=any,contains,Rich%20Media%20Poor%20Democracy
https://ocul-uwo.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma991044671592105163&context=L&vid=01OCUL_UWO:UWO_DEFAULT&lang=en&search_scope=OCULDiscoveryNetwork&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=OCULDiscoveryNetwork&query=any,contains,Rich%20Media%20Poor%20Democracy
https://ocul-uwo.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma991044671592105163&context=L&vid=01OCUL_UWO:UWO_DEFAULT&lang=en&search_scope=OCULDiscoveryNetwork&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=OCULDiscoveryNetwork&query=any,contains,Rich%20Media%20Poor%20Democracy
https://ocul-uwo.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma991044671592105163&context=L&vid=01OCUL_UWO:UWO_DEFAULT&lang=en&search_scope=OCULDiscoveryNetwork&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=OCULDiscoveryNetwork&query=any,contains,Rich%20Media%20Poor%20Democracy
https://ocul-uwo.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/discovery/fulldisplay?docid=alma991044671592105163&context=L&vid=01OCUL_UWO:UWO_DEFAULT&lang=en&search_scope=OCULDiscoveryNetwork&adaptor=Local%20Search%20Engine&tab=OCULDiscoveryNetwork&query=any,contains,Rich%20Media%20Poor%20Democracy
https://books.google.ca/books?hl=en&lr=&id=IeRWCgAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PA7&dq=political+economy+of+media&ots=fuy8m67yoR&sig=DiCra9LPDb72Hah_BgV3_hLBPE4#v=onepage&q=political%20economy%20of%20media&f=false
https://books.google.ca/books?hl=en&lr=&id=IeRWCgAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PA7&dq=political+economy+of+media&ots=fuy8m67yoR&sig=DiCra9LPDb72Hah_BgV3_hLBPE4#v=onepage&q=political%20economy%20of%20media&f=false
https://books.google.ca/books?hl=en&lr=&id=IeRWCgAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PA7&dq=political+economy+of+media&ots=fuy8m67yoR&sig=DiCra9LPDb72Hah_BgV3_hLBPE4#v=onepage&q=political%20economy%20of%20media&f=false
https://carnegieendowment.org/posts/2009/02/media-manipulation-and-political-control-in-russia?lang=en
https://carnegieendowment.org/posts/2009/02/media-manipulation-and-political-control-in-russia?lang=en
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/russia-putin-press-freedom-independent-news/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/russia-putin-press-freedom-independent-news/


Oates, S. 2016. Russian Media in the Digital Age: Propaganda Rewired. Russian 
Politics, 1(4), 398-417. https://doi.org/10.1163/2451-8921-00104004 
 
Skillen, Daphne. 2016. Freedom of Speech in Russia. Politics and Media from 
Gorbachev to Putin London: Routledge. Introduction, Chapter 8. On-line: https://www-
taylorfrancis-com.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/books/9781317659891 
 
Recommended: 
 
Beumers, Birgit Stephen Hutchings and Natalia Rulyova (eds.) 2009. Globalisation, 
Freedom and the Media after Communism. Routledge.  
 
Oates, Sarah and Gordon Neil Ramsay. 2024. Seeing Red: Russian Propaganda and 
American News. Oxford University Press. 
https://doi.org/10.1093/oso/9780197696422.001.0001. Online ISBN: 9780197696460. 
Print ISBN: 9780197696422. Presentation at Wilson Center: 
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/event/book-talk-seeing-red-russian-propaganda-and-
american-news 
 
Russian Media Monitor. https://www.youtube.com/@russianmediamonitor; 
https://x.com/juliadavisnews?lang=en 
 
 
Week 6: Non-Democratic States II: China 
(9 October 2025) 
 
Required: 
 
Freedom House. China: Freedom on the Net 2025 Country Report. 
https://freedomhouse.org/country/china/freedom-world/2025 
 
Guosong Shao, Jiayin Lu, and Ye Hao, 2016 “Assessing China’s Media Reform,” in  
Asian Perspective 40.1: 27–50 
 
Shirk, S. L. (Ed.). (2010). Changing media, changing China. Oxford University Press. 
Chapters 1, 4. 
https://books.google.ca/books?hl=en&lr=&id=LBhwAgAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PR5&dq=M
edia+in+China&ots=3u7BEi4IGN&sig=iL5Kjc8011Sqfvnw4GhqQ8jqrnQ#v=onepage&q=
Media%20in%20China&f=false 
 
Wang, Yaqui. 2023. China’s Social Media Interference Shows Urgent Need for Rules. 
Human Rights Watch. https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/08/14/chinas-social-media-
interference-shows-urgent-need-rules 
 
Recommended: 
 

https://doi.org/10.1163/2451-8921-00104004
https://www-taylorfrancis-com.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/books/9781317659891
https://www-taylorfrancis-com.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/books/9781317659891
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/event/book-talk-seeing-red-russian-propaganda-and-american-news
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/event/book-talk-seeing-red-russian-propaganda-and-american-news
https://www.youtube.com/@russianmediamonitor
https://x.com/juliadavisnews?lang=en
https://freedomhouse.org/country/china/freedom-world/2025
https://books.google.ca/books?hl=en&lr=&id=LBhwAgAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PR5&dq=Media+in+China&ots=3u7BEi4IGN&sig=iL5Kjc8011Sqfvnw4GhqQ8jqrnQ#v=onepage&q=Media%20in%20China&f=false
https://books.google.ca/books?hl=en&lr=&id=LBhwAgAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PR5&dq=Media+in+China&ots=3u7BEi4IGN&sig=iL5Kjc8011Sqfvnw4GhqQ8jqrnQ#v=onepage&q=Media%20in%20China&f=false
https://books.google.ca/books?hl=en&lr=&id=LBhwAgAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PR5&dq=Media+in+China&ots=3u7BEi4IGN&sig=iL5Kjc8011Sqfvnw4GhqQ8jqrnQ#v=onepage&q=Media%20in%20China&f=false
https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/08/14/chinas-social-media-interference-shows-urgent-need-rules
https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/08/14/chinas-social-media-interference-shows-urgent-need-rules


Xu, Biena and Eleanor Albert. 2017. Backgrounder. Media Censorship in China. Council 
on Foreign Relations. https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/media-censorship-china 
 
 
Week 7: What Are Media Effects? 
(16 October 2025) 
 

Gurevitch, Michael, Stephen Coleman and Jay G. Blumler, “Political Communication: 
Old and New Media Relationships,” in Doris A. Graber (ed.) Media power in politics 6th 
ed. (2011), Chapter 4, also Introduction by Graber.  
 
Perse, Elizabeth M and Lambe, Jennifer L. Media effects and society. 2nd ed. (New 
York: Routledge, 2017), Chapters 1, 2. P94.P384 2017   
 
Valkenburg, Patti M. and Jochen Peter, “The Differential Susceptibility to Media Effects 
Model,” in Journal of Communication, Vol. 63, No. 2, April 2013, pp. 221-243 
 
Hall, Stuart, “Encoding/Decoding,” in S. Hall, D. Hobson, A. Lowe and P. Willis (eds.) 
Culture, Media, Language (London: Hutchinson, 1980); 128-38. 
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/west/reader.action?docID=179321&ppg=5 
 

 

III. NEW MEDIA, ONLINE MEDIA, SOCIAL MEDIA 
 
Week 8. How is Political Communication Transforming? New Media Moguls 
(23 October 2025) Policy Brief 1 Due 
 
Required: 
 
Claesson, A. (2023). Twitter: A necessary evil? Journalistic responses to Elon Musk and 
the denormalization of social media. Journalism, 0(0). 
https://doi.org/10.1177/14648849231221616. 
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/14648849231221616?casa_token=D075d
5w4JVQAAAAA%3AtWDc7jLBeT7Kyz4NJA6lG6cEkcH5CTv5P89RK-
z04D9lTDi8KfrX1r94WwFvzksn9RvyvsOgQmIG0w 
 
Haupt, Joachim. 2021. “Facebook futures: Mark Zuckerberg’s discursive construction of 
a better world.” New Media & Society. Volume 23, Issue 2. 
https://doi.org/10.1177/1461444820929315 
 
Hickey, D., Schmitz, M., Fessler, D., Smaldino, P. E., Muric, G., & Burghardt, K. (2023). 
Auditing Elon Musk’s Impact on Hate Speech and Bots. Proceedings of the International 
AAAI Conference on Web and Social Media, 17(1), 1133-1137. 
https://doi.org/10.1609/icwsm.v17i1.22222. 
 https://ojs.aaai.org/index.php/ICWSM/article/view/22222 

https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/media-censorship-china
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/west/reader.action?docID=179321&ppg=5
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/14648849231221616?casa_token=D075d5w4JVQAAAAA%3AtWDc7jLBeT7Kyz4NJA6lG6cEkcH5CTv5P89RK-z04D9lTDi8KfrX1r94WwFvzksn9RvyvsOgQmIG0w
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/14648849231221616?casa_token=D075d5w4JVQAAAAA%3AtWDc7jLBeT7Kyz4NJA6lG6cEkcH5CTv5P89RK-z04D9lTDi8KfrX1r94WwFvzksn9RvyvsOgQmIG0w
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/full/10.1177/14648849231221616?casa_token=D075d5w4JVQAAAAA%3AtWDc7jLBeT7Kyz4NJA6lG6cEkcH5CTv5P89RK-z04D9lTDi8KfrX1r94WwFvzksn9RvyvsOgQmIG0w
https://doi.org/10.1177/1461444820929315
https://doi.org/10.1609/icwsm.v17i1.22222
https://ojs.aaai.org/index.php/ICWSM/article/view/22222


 
 
THE MOGULS. 2013. Foreign Policy, No. 203, SPECIAL ISSUE: THE 100 LEADING 
GLOBAL THINKERS OF 2013 (DECEMBER), pp. 127-130. 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/24576021 
 
Ricketson, Matthew and Andrew Dodd. 2024. Murdoch to Musk: how global media 
power has shifted from the moguls to the big tech bros. The Conversation. 8 
September. https://theconversation.com/murdoch-to-musk-how-global-media-power-
has-shifted-from-the-moguls-to-the-big-tech-bros-237985 
 
Recommended:  
 
Benton, Bond, Jin-A Choi, Yi Luo and Keith Green. 2022. “Hate Speech Spikes on 
Twitter After Elon Musk Acquires the Platform.” SCHOOL OF COMMUNICATION AND 
MEDIA SCHOLARSHIP AND CREATIVE WORKS. 
https://digitalcommons.montclair.edu/scom-facpubs/33/ 
 
Chapekis, Athena and Aaron Smith. 2023. “How U.S. adults on Twitter use the site in 
the Elon Musk era.” Pew Research Center. 17 May. https://www.pewresearch.org/short-
reads/2023/05/17/how-us-adults-on-twitter-use-the-site-in-the-elon-musk-era/ 
 
Just, Natascha Alena Birrer, and Danya He. 2024. “Media power and ownership 
concentration.” In Puppis Manuel, Robin Mansell, and Hilde Van den Bulck eds. 
Handbook of Media and Communication Governance. Cheltenham, UK; Edward Elgar 
Publishing, Chapter 34: 458-471.   
https://doi.org/10.4337/9781800887206.00046 
 
Week 9: Challenges of Regulation and Control 
(30 October 2025) 
 
Griffin, Caleb N. 2022. Systemically Important Platforms, Cornell Law Review. Vol. 
197:445. https://www.cornelllawreview.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Griffin-final-
1.pdf 
 
Haidt, J., & Bail, C. (ongoing). Social media and political dysfunction: A collaborative 
review. Unpublished manuscript, New York University. First posted: November 2, 2021. 
Last updated: August 28, 2023. Section 11. 
https://tinyurl.com/PoliticalDysfunctionReview 
 
Jones, Lindsay Sain and Tim R. Samples. 2022. On the Systemic Importance of Digital   
Platforms. University of Pennsylvania Journal of Business Law. 
https://scholarship.law.upenn.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1679&context=jbl 
 
 

https://www.jstor.org/stable/24576021
https://theconversation.com/murdoch-to-musk-how-global-media-power-has-shifted-from-the-moguls-to-the-big-tech-bros-237985
https://theconversation.com/murdoch-to-musk-how-global-media-power-has-shifted-from-the-moguls-to-the-big-tech-bros-237985
https://digitalcommons.montclair.edu/scom-facpubs/33/
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2023/05/17/how-us-adults-on-twitter-use-the-site-in-the-elon-musk-era/
https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2023/05/17/how-us-adults-on-twitter-use-the-site-in-the-elon-musk-era/
https://doi.org/10.4337/9781800887206.00046
https://www.cornelllawreview.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Griffin-final-1.pdf
https://www.cornelllawreview.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/Griffin-final-1.pdf
https://tinyurl.com/PoliticalDysfunctionReview
https://scholarship.law.upenn.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1679&context=jbl


Lewis-Kraus, Gideon. 2022. “How Harmful Is Social Media? There’s a general sense 
that it’s bad for society—which may be right. But studies offer surprisingly few easy 
answers.” The New Yorker. 3 June. https://www.newyorker.com/culture/annals-of-
inquiry/we-know-less-about-social-media-than-we-think 
 
Mager, Astrid and Christian Katzenbach. 2021. “Future imaginaries in the making and 
governing of digital technology: Multiple, contested, commodified.” New Media & 
Society. 23(2): 223–236. https://doi.org/10.1177/1461444820929321; 
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1461444820929321 
 
 

3-9 November 2025 Fall Reading Week NO CLASS 
 
IV. MIS/DISINFORMATION 
 
Week 10: Misinformation 
(13 November 2025) 
 
Altay, S., Berriche, M., & Acerbi, A. (2023). Misinformation on Misinformation: 
Conceptual and Methodological Challenges. Social Media + Society, 9(1). 
https://doi.org/10.1177/20563051221150412 
 
Edelman, Murray. 2001. The Politics of Misinformation. Cambridge University Press. 
Introduction. https://doi-org.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/10.1017/CBO9780511612640 
 
Jerit, Jennifer and Yangzi Zhao. 2020. Political Misinformation. Annual Review of 
Political Science. 23:77-94. https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-polisci-050718-032814 
 
O'Connor, Cailin and James Owen Weatherall. 2019. The Misinformation Age. How 
False Beliefs Spread. Yale University Press. Introduction. https://doi-
org.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/10.12987/9780300241006 
 
Wang, Yichen, Richard Han, Tamara Silbergleit Lehman, Qin Lv, and Shivakant Mishra. 
2022. “Do Twitter Users Change Their Behavior after Exposure to Misinformation? An 
in-Depth Analysis.” Social Network Analysis and Mining. 12(1): 167 doi:10.1007/s13278-
022-00992-8 
 
 
Week 11: Disinformation 
(20 November 2025) 
 
Aïmeur, Esma Sabrine Amri and Gilles Brassard. 2023. Fake news, disinformation and 

misinformation in social media: a review. Social Network Analysis and Mining. 13(30). 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13278-023-01028-5 

https://www.newyorker.com/culture/annals-of-inquiry/we-know-less-about-social-media-than-we-think
https://www.newyorker.com/culture/annals-of-inquiry/we-know-less-about-social-media-than-we-think
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1461444820929321
https://doi.org/10.1177/20563051221150412
https://doi-org.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/10.1017/CBO9780511612640
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev-polisci-050718-032814
https://doi-org.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/10.12987/9780300241006
https://doi-org.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/10.12987/9780300241006
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s13278-023-01028-5


Guess, Andrew M. and Benjamin A. Lyons. 2020. “Misinformation, Disinformation, and 

Online Propaganda.“ in Nathaniel Persily and Joshua A. Tucker (eds.) Social Media and 

Democracy. The State of the Field, Prospects for Reform. Chapter 2, pp. 10-33. 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/social-media-and-

democracy/E79E2BBF03C18C3A56A5CC393698F117 

Hyzen, Aaron. “Propaganda and the Web 3.0: Truth and Ideology in the Digital Age.” 

Nordic Journal of Media Studies 5, no. 1 (June 1, 2023): 49–67. doi:10.2478/njms-2023-

0004 

Pérez-Escolar, M., Lilleker, D., & Tapia-Frade, A. (2023). A Systematic Literature Review 

of the Phenomenon of Disinformation and Misinformation. Media and Communication, 

11(2), 76-87. doi:https://doi.org/10.17645/mac.v11i2.6453 

 
 
Week 12: Case Study: Russia - Ukraine  
RESEARCH PAPER and Policy Brief 2 DUE 
(27 November 2025) 
 
Required:  
 
Dyczok, Marta. 2015.“The Ukraine Story in Western Media,” in Agnieszka Pikulicka-

Wilczewska and Richard Sakwa (eds.) Ukraine and Russia: People, Politics, 

Propaganda, and Perspectives (London: e-international relations), https://www.e-

ir.info/2015/04/30/the-ukraine-story-in-western-media/ 

Fedchenko, Yevhen. 2021. “Ukraine Was a Testing Laboratory for Information Wars,” in 

Marta Dyczok (ed.) 2021. Ukraine Calling. A Kaleidoscope from Hromadske Radio 

2016-2019 (Hanover: ibidem-Verlag, distributed by Columbia University Press), pp. 139-

144. https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/west/detail.action?pq-

origsite=primo&docID=6502036 

Golovchenko, Yevgeniy. 2018. Russian disinformation – How worried should we be? 

OUP Blog. November. https://blog.oup.com/2018/11/russian-disinformation-how-

worried-should-we-be/ 

Horbyk R., Dutsyk D., Shalaiskyi S. 2023. “Effectiveness of Russian Disinformation. 

Counteraction in Ukraine in a Full-Scale War. Analytical Report.” Ukrainian Media and 

Communication Institute NGO, 2023. Introduction, Section 1. 

https://www.jta.com.ua/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/UMCI_-Effectiveness-of-Russian-

Disinformation-Counteration_EN.pdf 

Recommended: 

https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/social-media-and-democracy/E79E2BBF03C18C3A56A5CC393698F117
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/social-media-and-democracy/E79E2BBF03C18C3A56A5CC393698F117
https://www.e-ir.info/2015/04/30/the-ukraine-story-in-western-media/
https://www.e-ir.info/2015/04/30/the-ukraine-story-in-western-media/
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/west/detail.action?pq-origsite=primo&docID=6502036
https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/west/detail.action?pq-origsite=primo&docID=6502036
https://blog.oup.com/2018/11/russian-disinformation-how-worried-should-we-be/
https://blog.oup.com/2018/11/russian-disinformation-how-worried-should-we-be/
https://www.jta.com.ua/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/UMCI_-Effectiveness-of-Russian-Disinformation-Counteration_EN.pdf
https://www.jta.com.ua/wp-content/uploads/2023/08/UMCI_-Effectiveness-of-Russian-Disinformation-Counteration_EN.pdf


Golovchenko, Yevgeniy, Mareike Hartmann, Rebecca Adler-Nissen, State, media and 

civil society in the information warfare over Ukraine: citizen curators of digital 

disinformation, International Affairs, Volume 94, Issue 5, September 2018, Pages 975–

994, https://doi.org/10.1093/ia/iiy148 

Grisé, Michelle, Yuliya Shokh, Khrystyna Holynska, Alyssa Demus. (eds.) 2020. Russian 

and Ukrainian Perspectives on the Concept of Information Confrontation. Translations, 

2002–2020. RAND Corporation Research Report. 

https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA198-7.html  

Demus, Alyssa, Khrystyna Holynska, Krystyna Marcinek. 2023. “The Nightingale Versus 
the Bear. What Persuasion Research Reveals About Ukraine's and Russia's Messaging 
on the War.” RAND Corporation Research Report. 
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA2032-1.html 
 
 
Week 13: A Free Media? 
(4 December 2025) 
 

Blair, Ann, Paul Duguid, Anja-Silvia Goeing and Anthony Grafton. (eds.) (2021). 
Information. A Historical Companion. Princeton University Press. Chapter 12: 
“Communication, Computation, and Information.” https://doi-
org.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/10.1515/9780691209746 

Jones, R., & Sun, L. (2020). Freedom of the press in post-truthism America. Washington 
University Law Review, 98(2), 419-480. 
https://openscholarship.wustl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=6428&context=law_lawrev
iew 

Melchior, C., & Oliveira, M. (2023). A systematic literature review of the motivations to 
share fake news on social media platforms and how to fight them. New Media & 
Society, 0(0). https://doi.org/10.1177/14614448231174224 

Pickard, Victor. (2020). Democracy without Journalism?: Confronting the Misinformation 
Society. Oxford: Oxford University Press. Introduction. 
https://books.google.ca/books?hl=en&lr=&id=niy7DwAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PP1&dq=me
dia+and+democracy&ots=FzXYq9dAAb&sig=_qX1epxY7KfkUKPswUr1472vaBQ#v=on
epage&q=media%20and%20democracy&f=false 

Shear, Michael D. and David McCabe. (2023). Ruling Puts Social Media at Crossroads 
of Disinformation and Free Speech. New York Times, 5 July. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/07/05/us/politics/social-media-ruling-government.html 

 

 

 

https://doi.org/10.1093/ia/iiy148
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA198-7.html
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RRA2032-1.html
https://doi-org.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/10.1515/9780691209746
https://doi-org.proxy1.lib.uwo.ca/10.1515/9780691209746
https://openscholarship.wustl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=6428&context=law_lawreview
https://openscholarship.wustl.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=6428&context=law_lawreview
https://doi.org/10.1177/14614448231174224
https://books.google.ca/books?hl=en&lr=&id=niy7DwAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PP1&dq=media+and+democracy&ots=FzXYq9dAAb&sig=_qX1epxY7KfkUKPswUr1472vaBQ#v=onepage&q=media%20and%20democracy&f=false
https://books.google.ca/books?hl=en&lr=&id=niy7DwAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PP1&dq=media+and+democracy&ots=FzXYq9dAAb&sig=_qX1epxY7KfkUKPswUr1472vaBQ#v=onepage&q=media%20and%20democracy&f=false
https://books.google.ca/books?hl=en&lr=&id=niy7DwAAQBAJ&oi=fnd&pg=PP1&dq=media+and+democracy&ots=FzXYq9dAAb&sig=_qX1epxY7KfkUKPswUr1472vaBQ#v=onepage&q=media%20and%20democracy&f=false
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/07/05/us/politics/social-media-ruling-government.html


Course Materials  

A list of readings will available through Weldon Library and will be posted weekly on our 

Brightspace site. Most of the readings will be available on-line, those which are not will 

be posted on our OWL site. Additional readings may be suggested during the course.  

Useful background readings include: 

Scammell, Margaret and Holli Semetko (eds.) The Media, Journalism and Democracy. 

(London and New York: Routledge, 2000. On-line edition 2018) 

Semetko, Holli A. and Margaret Scammell (eds.) The SAGE Handbook of Political 

Communications (Los Angeles, London, New Delhi, Singapore, Washington, DC: 

SAGE, 2012)  

Street, John. Mass media, politics, and Democracy 2nd ed. (Houndmills, Basingstoke, 

Hampshire, New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2011) 

 

 

I acknowledge that Western University is located on the traditional lands of the 

Anishinaabek, Haudenosaunee, Lūnaapéewak and Attawandaron peoples, on lands 

connected with the London Township and Sombra Treaties of 1796 and the Dish with 

One Spoon Covenant Wampum. This land continues to be home to diverse Indigenous 

peoples whom we recognize as contemporary stewards of the land and vital 

contributors of our society. 

 

  

 

  



Additional Statements 

PLEASE SEE: https://politicalscience.uwo.ca/undergraduate/docs/outlines/2025-

26/APPENDIX%20TO%20UNDERGRADUATE%20COURSE%20OUTLINES1.pdf 

ALSO 

Use of Generative AI Tools  

All work submitted in this course must be your own.  

The use of generative AI tools, such as ChatGPT, is permitted in this course for 

activities such as brainstorming and refining your ideas, drafting an outline to organize 

your thoughts, or checking grammar and style. Any use of such tools should be clearly 

acknowledged and explained. If in doubt, please ask me for clarification. 

Communication policies 

The best way to communicate with me is at the end of class or during my office hours 

which I hole every week in my office. I set aside time every week and make myself 

available to students who have questions or would like additional information. Students 

can also contact me via email, and I do my best to respond within 48 hours on business 

days, not weekends. 

General Information about missed work: 

“University policy on academic considerations are described here. This policy requires 

that all requests for academic considerations must be accompanied by a self-

attestation. Further information about academic considerations, and information about 

submitting this self-attestation with your academic consideration request may be found 

here: https://registrar.uwo.ca/academics/academic_considerations/index.html 

Please note that any academic considerations granted in this course will be determined 

by the instructor, in consultation with the academic advisors in your Faculty of 

Registration, in accordance with information presented in this course outline.” 

Formal Documentation Designation statement: 

“Please note that all assessments are considered to be central to the learning objectives 

for this course. Accordingly, students seeking academic consideration for any 

assessments will be required to provide formal supporting documentation. Students who 

are granted academic consideration for assessments will be provided with the following 

opportunity to make up this work: deadline extension. 

Flexibility statements: 

https://politicalscience.uwo.ca/undergraduate/docs/outlines/2025-26/APPENDIX%20TO%20UNDERGRADUATE%20COURSE%20OUTLINES1.pdf
https://politicalscience.uwo.ca/undergraduate/docs/outlines/2025-26/APPENDIX%20TO%20UNDERGRADUATE%20COURSE%20OUTLINES1.pdf
https://registrar.uwo.ca/academics/academic_considerations/index.html


“Please note that because the submission deadline for all written work already includes 

flexibility in the form of extensions the instructor reserves the right to deny academic 

consideration for assignments which are submitted following the end of the period of 

flexibility.” 

When a student receives academic considerations or academic accommodations which 

overlap with the built-in flexibility of the assessment, the longest period of 

accommodation will determine the deadline. The built-in flexibility of the assessment 

should not be taken to extend any considerations or accommodations. 

Absence from Course Commitments 

Students must familiarize themselves with the Policy on Academic Consideration – 

Undergraduate Students in First Entry Programs 

Students missing course work for medical, compassionate or extenuating 

circumstances can request academic consideration by completing a request at the 

central academic consideration portal. Students are permitted one academic 

consideration request per course per term without supporting documentation. Note that 

supporting documentation is always required for academic consideration requests for 

examinations scheduled by the office of the registrar (e.g. December and April exams) 

and for practical laboratory and performance tests typically schedule during the last 

week of the term. Students should also note that the instructor may designate one 

assessment per course per term that requires supporting documentation. This 

designated assessment is described elsewhere in this document. Please note that any 

academic considerations granted in this course will be determined by the instructor of 

this course, in consultation with the academic advisors in your Faculty of Registration, in 

accordance with information presented in this course outline. Supporting documentation 

for academic considerations for absences due to illness should use the Student Medical 

Certificate or, where that is not possible, equivalent documentation by a health care 

practitioner. 

Course Assessments that Require Supporting Documentation 

Instructors are permitted to designate one assessment per course per term as requiring 

supporting documentation to receive academic consideration. For this course the 

following assessment has been designated as requiring supporting documentation: 

ASSESSMENT NAME: any written assignment  

Academic Consideration for Course Components with Flexible Deadlines 

This course has 10 quizzes with only 8/10 quizzes counted towards your final grade. 

Academic consideration will not be granted for missed quizzes. If students miss 2/10 

quizzes, the remaining 8 quizzes will be used in the calculation of the final grade. If 



students miss greater than 2 quizzes, they will receive a grade of zero on each missed 

quiz. 

This course employs flexible deadlines for assignments. The assignment deadlines can 

be found above in the course outline. For each assignment, students are expected to 

submit the assignment by the deadline listed. Should illness or extenuating 

circumstances arise, students are permitted to submit their assignment up to 72 hours 

past the deadline without academic penalty. Should students submit their assessment 

beyond 72 hours past the deadline, a late penalty of XX% per day will be subtracted 

from the assessed grade. As flexible deadlines are used in this course, requests for 

academic consideration will not be granted. If you have a long-term academic 

consideration or an accommodation for disability that allows greater flexibility than 

provided here, please reach out to your instructor at least one week prior to the posted 

deadline. 

Accommodation for Religious Holidays 

Students should review the policy for Accommodation for Religious Holidays. Where a 

student will be unable to write examinations and term tests due to a conflicting religious 

holiday, they should inform their instructors as soon as possible but not later than two 

weeks prior to writing the examination/term test. In the case of conflict with a midterm 

test, students should inform their instructor as soon as possible but not later than one 

week prior to the midterm. 

Special Examinations 

A Special Examination is any examination other than the regular examination, and it 

may be offered only with the permission of the Dean of the Faculty in which the student 

is registered, in consultation with the instructor and Department Chair. Permission to 

write a Special Examination may be given on the basis of compassionate or medical 

grounds with appropriate supporting documents. To provide an opportunity for students 

to recover from the circumstances resulting in a Special Examination, the University has 

implemented Special Examinations dates. These dates as well as other important 

information about examinations and academic standing can be found here. 

Security and Confidentiality of Student Work (refer to current Western Academic 

Calendar (http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/) 

"Submitting or Returning Student Assignments, Tests and Exams - All student 

assignments, tests and exams will be handled in a secure and confidential manner. 

Particularly in this respect, leaving student work unattended in public areas for pickup is 

not permitted." 

Duplication of work 



Undergraduate students who submit similar assignments on closely related topics in two 

different courses must obtain the consent of both instructors prior to the submission of 

the assignment. If prior approval is not obtained, each instructor reserves the right not to 

accept the assignment. 

Grade adjustments 

In order to ensure that comparable standards are applied in political science courses, 

the Department may require instructors to adjust final marks to conform to Departmental 

guidelines. 

Academic Offences 

"Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the 

appropriate policy, specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at 

the following Web site: 

http://westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=show

Category&Keywords=scholastic&SubHeadingID=189&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveI

D=#SubHeading_189 

Submission of Course Requirements 

ESSAYS, ASSIGNMENTS, TAKE-HOME EXAMS MUST BE SUBMITTED ACCORDING 

TO PROCEDURES SPECIFIED BY YOUR INSTRUCTOR (I.E., IN CLASS, DURING 

OFFICE HOURS, TA'S OFFICE HOURS) OR UNDER THE INSTRUCTOR'S OFFICE 

DOOR. 

THE MAIN OFFICE DOES NOT DATE-STAMP OR ACCEPT ANY OF THE ABOVE. 

Any student who, in the opinion of the instructor, is absent too frequently from class or 

laboratory periods in any course will be reported to the Dean of the Faculty offering the  

Medical Policy, Late Assignments, etc. 

Students registered in Social Science should refer to:  

http://counselling.ssc.uwo.ca/procedures/index.html. for information on Medical Policy, 

Term Tests, Final Examinations, Late Assignments, Short Absences, Extended 

Absences, Documentation and other Academic Concerns. Non-Social Science students 

should refer to their home faculty’s academic counselling office. 

University Policy on Cheating and Academic Misconduct 

Plagiarism: Students must write their essays and assignments in their own words. 

Whenever students take an idea, or a passage from another author, they must 

acknowledge their debt both by using quotation marks where appropriate and by proper 

http://westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=showCategory&Keywords=scholastic&SubHeadingID=189&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_189
http://westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=showCategory&Keywords=scholastic&SubHeadingID=189&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_189
http://westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?PolicyCategoryID=1&Command=showCategory&Keywords=scholastic&SubHeadingID=189&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=#SubHeading_189
http://counselling.ssc.uwo.ca/procedures/index.html


referencing such as footnotes or citations. Plagiarism is a major academic offence." 

(see Scholastic Offence Policy in the Western Academic Calendar). 

Plagiarism Checking: "All required papers may be subject to submission for textual 

similarity review to the commercial plagiarism detection software under license to the 

University for the detection of plagiarism. All papers submitted for such checking will be 

included as source documents in the reference database for the purpose of detecting 

plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the service is 

subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The University of Western Ontario 

and Turnitin.com  http://www.turnitin.com 

Multiple-choice tests/exams: "Computer-marked multiple-choice tests and/or exams 

may be subject to submission for similarity review by software that will check for 

unusual coincidences in answer patterns that may indicate cheating." Note: Information 

excerpted and quoted above are Senate regulations from the Handbook of Scholarship 

and Academic Policy. http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/academic_policies/index.html 

PLAGIARISM* 

In writing scholarly papers, you must keep firmly in mind the need to avoid plagiarism.  

Plagiarism is the unacknowledged borrowing of another writer's words or ideas. 

Different forms of writing require different types of acknowledgement. The following 

rules pertain to the acknowledgements necessary in academic papers. 

A. In using another writer's words, you must both place the words in quotation marks 

and acknowledge that the words are those of another writer. 

You are plagiarizing if you use a sequence of words, a sentence or a paragraph taken 

from other writers without acknowledging them to be theirs. Acknowledgement is 

indicated either by (1) mentioning the author and work from which the words are 

borrowed in the text of your paper; or by (2) placing a footnote number at the end of the 

quotation in your text, and including a correspondingly numbered footnote at the bottom 

of the page (or in a separate reference section at the end of your essay). This footnote 

should indicate author, title of the work, place and date of publication, and page number. 

Method (2) given above is usually preferable for academic essays because it provides 

the reader with more information about your sources and leaves your text uncluttered 

with parenthetical and tangential references. In either case words taken from another 

author must be enclosed in quotation marks or set off from your text by single spacing 

and indentation in such a way that they cannot be mistaken for your own words. Note 

that you cannot avoid indicating quotation simply by changing a word or phrase in a 

sentence or paragraph which is not your own. 

B. In adopting other writers' ideas, you must acknowledge that they are theirs. 



You are plagiarizing if you adopt, summarize, or paraphrase other writers' trains of 

argument, ideas or sequences of ideas without acknowledging their authorship 

according to the method of acknowledgement given in 'A' above. Since the words are 

your own, they need not be enclosed in quotation marks. Be certain, however, that the 

words you use are entirely your own; where you must use words or phrases from your 

source, these should be enclosed in quotation marks, as in 'A' above. 

Clearly, it is possible for you to formulate arguments or ideas independently of another 

writer who has expounded the same ideas, and whom you have not read. Where you 

got your ideas is the important consideration here. Do not be afraid to present an 

argument or idea without acknowledgement to another writer, if you have arrived at it 

entirely independently.  

Acknowledge it if you have derived it from a source outside your own thinking on the 

subject. In short, use of acknowledgements and, when necessary, quotation marks is 

necessary to distinguish clearly between what is yours and what is not. Since the rules 

have been explained to you, if you fail to make this distinction your instructor very likely 

will do so for you, and they will be forced to regard your omission as intentional literary 

theft. Plagiarism is a serious offence which may result in a student's receiving an 'F' in a 

course or, in extreme cases in their suspension from the University. 

*Reprinted by permission of the Department of History Adopted by the council of the 

Faculty of Social Science, October, 1970; approved by the Dept. of History, August 13, 

1991 

Accessibility at Western: Please contact poliscie@uwo.ca if you require any information 

in plain text format, or if any other accommodation can make the course material and/or 

physical space accessible to you. 

SUPPORT SERVICES 

The Registrar’s office can be accessed for Student Support Services at 

http://www.registrar.uwo.ca 

Student Support Services (including the services provided by the USC listed here) can 

be reached at: http://westernusc.ca/services/ 

Student Development Services can be reached at: http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ 

Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental Health@Western;  

http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/  for a complete list of options about how to 

obtain help 

 

http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
http://westernusc.ca/services/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/


 

 

 


